
WHS Literacy Week 

October 24th – 28th 

 

“If students are to make knowledge their own, they must struggle with the details, 

wrestle with the facts, and rework raw information and dimly understood 

concepts into language they can communicate to someone else. In short, if 

students are to learn, they must write.” 

         - National Commission on Writing 

WHS Parents, 

The literacy committee would like to begin by thanking you for supporting Woodland High School this year as 

we continue in our commitment to excellence! Our commitment to excllence includes LITERACY ACROSS THE 

CURRICULUM!!!  

 Next week, October 24th – 28th, is WHS’s Fall Literacy Week, and our literacy committee has been 

working diligently to ensure that this school-wide literacy effort is a success! We understand that, in order for 

us to fully support Woodland’s literacy goals this year, it requires all of us working together and it is exciting to 

see the departments collaborating (across the entire building) like never before! 

Up until this point, we have been working departmentally on our driving questions and activities, and even 

though these elements (and angles) are different based on the departments, we all still have the same goal: 

LITERACY. All students need LITERACY beyond Woodland’s walls.  

Here is a breakdown of the logistics: 

1) “They must struggle with the details, and wrestle with the facts.” 

 The graphic maps that we have chosen will force students to do just that.  

o “Pulse of a Nation: U.S. Mood Variations Inferred from Twitter”  

http://scimaps.org/maps/map/pulse_of_the_nation_153/detail 

o The Oil Age: World Oil Production from 1859 – 2050 

http://scimaps.org/mapdetail/the_oil_age_world_oi_73 

 Four maps of each type posted on the 100, 200, 300, and 400 halls (Twitter map at end closest to 

Commons and oil map at the other end). 

 Students may access the graphic maps on the hallways, via teacher projectors, and their own electronic 

devices (allows for “close reading” or zooming in for details). 

 The departmental breakdown for the week is as follows: 
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Science & Math 
Fine Arts  

English & Social Studies CTAE & World Languages 

 

 

http://scimaps.org/maps/map/pulse_of_the_nation_153/detail
http://scimaps.org/mapdetail/the_oil_age_world_oi_73


2) “They must rework raw information and dimly understood concepts into language they can 

communicate.” 

 Before they can write, students must engage in higher-order thinking and speaking. 

 Making an inference, analyzing, evaluating, critiquing, designing, etc.  

 Thinking and speaking are driven by the higher-order question. 

 

3) “If students are to learn, they must write.” 

 All students should complete a constructed response (a solid paragraph) following the RACE format in 

which they answer a DOK level 3 or 4 question. 

 Must have at least two pieces of “textual evidence” to support their claim. 

 We are using the Literacy Across the Curriculum Rubric to assess student writing. 

 Teachers will bring graded samples to November 7-8th PL Days so that we can identify strategies to 

develop student writing going forward. 

 In essence, what are students’ literacy “glows” and “grows” and how do we move them forward?  

 

Parents, beginning on Tuesday of next week (October 25th), ask your child about the graphic maps and activities they are 

experiencing in the classroom.  

We will have a follow-up Literacy Week in March as we celebrate Read Across America Day! 

Again, thank you, for all of your support and we look forward to an exciting Fall Literacy Week! 

 

Thank you, 

WHS Literacy Committee 


